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the youngest of three children. He is a 1979 
graduate of Coffeeville High School, and a 
1983 graduate of Alcorn State University, with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture 
Education/Agronomy. Eddie has a Master of 
Science degree from Mississippi State Univer-
sity (1991) in Agriculture and Extension Edu-
cation. 

Eddie is married to Annie Scott Harris 
(1985) and they have two children, Anika, and 
Ashley and two grandchildren. Anika has a 
B.S. and a M.S. from Mississippi State Univer-
sity. Anika is employed with the United States 
Department of Defense (Civilian) at Keesler 
Air Force Base in Biloxi, MS. Ashley has a 
B.S. from Alcorn State University and is a nu-
tritionist with Mississippi State Department of 
Health. 

Eddie’s career has taken him in many direc-
tions, first as a Vocational Agriculture Instruc-
tor in Durant, MS. He also worked for Mis-
sissippi State University Extension Service for 
28 years, with 24 of those years in Humphreys 
County, MS. 

He has held several positions with Mis-
sissippi State University: 4–H Youth Agent; 
Assistant County Agent; County Agriculture 
Agent/County Leader; and District Soybean 
Agent. 

Eddie was the first black County Agricultural 
Agent in Humphreys County, MS. He was only 
27 years of age when this monumental task 
was offered to him. Throughout all the chal-
lenges, he became a successful Extension 
Agent with farmers, youth, and community 
leaders. 

Eddie retired from Mississippi State Univer-
sity Extension Service in 2009. He is most 
proud of when he was able to encourage mi-
nority youth to participate in exhibiting 4–H 
livestock in Humphreys County, MS. These 
youth exhibited their animals (hogs and cattle) 
at the County District and the Dixie National 
Livestock shows. These minority youth won 
many scholarships to help them with their col-
lege expenses, and they gained many life 
skills. 

Eddie has received many awards during his 
career: 

Distinguished Service Award—National As-
sociation of County Agricultural Agents. 

Soybean Agent of the Year—Mississippi As-
sociation of County Agricultural Agents. 

Swine Agent of the Year—MS Swine Pro-
ducers Association. 

Paul F. Newell Award—Outstanding Agent; 
MS Cattleman Association. 

Hunter Education Instructor of the Year— 
MS Department of Wildlife, Fisheries & Parks. 

Eddie is a people person, and he gets along 
well with others. One of his former bosses 
said, ‘‘If you can’t get along with Eddie you 
can’t get along with anybody.’’ 

Eddie moved back to his hometown of 
Coffeeville, MS, in 2010 after a long career in 
Agriculture and decided to get into politics. He 
is presently a Board of Supervisor member in 
Yalobusha County, MS, representing District 
4. His goals as a County Supervisor are to 
bring his many years of leadership skills to 
this position. Eddie is focusing on repairing 
and maintaining roads and bridges, developing 
industries, and being fiscally responsible for 
the people’s tax dollars. 

Eddie’s parents taught him that you must re-
spect yourself before others will respect you, 
to work hard and others will notice, and place 
God first in your life. 

Eddie is a member of Bethlehem M. B. 
Church in Coffeeville, MS. He is the adult 
Sunday School Teacher and Chairman of the 
Deacon Board. 

Eddie is proud of his many accomplish-
ments, but more importantly to help people 
help themselves, through leadership and his 
amazing people skills. 
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Ms. BUSH. Madam Speaker, Saint Louis 
and I rise to commemorate the life of Ms. 
Betty Thompson. Ms. Betty was a deeply be-
loved figure in St. Louis, not only for her 
groundbreaking political career and trailblazing 
civil rights work, but most notably for her warm 
and giving spirit. Her altruistic reach tran-
scended the chaos of politics and gave space 
for the beauty in public service. She remained 
true to her values and led from a place of 
service and deep love of community. This ap-
proach to her work led her to opening so 
many doors in politics for our region as a bar-
rier-breaking politician who was the first Black 
woman to serve on the University City City 
council. Not only did she open doors, but she 
extended her hand to bring the next genera-
tion of leaders along with her. Her passion 
and vigor was ever present, as she famously 
said, ‘‘We want you to wake up! Get up! Sit 
up! Look up! Dress up! Eat up! Pray up! Pay 
up! And if you can’t do that, then you should 
just stay home and shut up!’’ 

She so beautifully took issues that most 
pained her, like her struggle with alopecia, and 
turned them into positive change in her legis-
lative efforts. Ms. Thompson sponsored legis-
lation that created a pathway for children with 
alopecia to receive hairpieces. This legislation 
was essential to Medicaid developing a policy 
that gave provision for expenses related to 
scalp prosthesis. 

This, along with so many other efforts of 
Representative Thompson, are a wonderful 
depiction of the vigor and depth with which 
she loved her community. That love will un-
questionably be widely missed—but it was a 
love so genuine it will most certainly leave rip-
pling effects for years to come. So though we 
mourn her loss, we also celebrate her life. It 
was a life well lived indeed. 
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, it 
is with a heavy heart and solemn remem-
brance that I rise today to pay tribute to an ex-
traordinary public servant, wife, mother and 
dear friend of longstanding to many, the Hon-
orable Evelyn Wright Turner Pugh. Sadly, Ms. 
Pugh passed away on Saturday, July 10, 
2021. A memorial celebration of her life will be 
held at 11:00 am, Monday July 19, 2021 at 
Revelation Baptist Church, 203 R.C. Allen 
Drive, Columbus, Georgia. 

A native of Columbus, Evelyn Wright was 
born on June 23, 1950 to the late Willie ‘‘Son’’ 
Wright and Mary Pearl Haynes. She attended 
George Washington Carver High School, grad-
uating in 1968. Upon graduation she married 
Marcus ‘‘Pancho’’ Turner and they had 2 sons, 
Marcus Deon and Maurice. Determined to pre-
pare herself for an amazing career, she at-
tended Columbus College (now Columbus 
State University) where she received her As-
sociate’s degree in Secretarial Science, a 
Bachelor’s in Management/Accounting and a 
Master’s in Business Administration. Beginning 
her career as a secretary at Columbus Col-
lege and Progressive Funeral Home she 
earned her tuition and was mentored by Co-
lumbus icon, Mr. George Washington Ford, 
being inspired by his example of selfless serv-
ice in helping others. 

Evelyn gained employment at Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Georgia and rose quickly 
through the ranks holding a plethora of posi-
tions ranging from entry level to managerial 
across a span of 30 years. In 1999 she was 
appointed Vice President of Sun Trust Bank, 
West Georgia, a position she held until her re-
tirement from the banking industry in 2012. 

When her marriage ended in divorce, she 
successfully managed her roles as mother and 
business executive but felt a calling to serve 
her community. Growing out of a group of 
young adults concerned about conditions in 
the Columbus community, ‘‘People For A 
Cause’’, Evelyn offered herself for public office 
and in 1988 was elected to the City Council of 
Columbus where she served for 30 years, 14 
as Mayor Pro Tem, working to improve the 
quality of life for the people of Columbus. 

Due to her strong leadership and dedication 
to public service, she was selected for numer-
ous other responsibilities. She was appointed 
by Governor Zell Miller to the Georgia Policy 
Council on Children and Families; to the Uni-
versity of Georgia Carl Vinson Institute of Gov-
ernment Advisory Committee; and the Mental 
Health Mental Retardation Substance Abuse 
Funding Study Committee. She was appointed 
Chair of the National League of Cities’ Public 
Safety and Crime Prevention Steering Com-
mittee, working with U.S. Attorney General 
Janet Reno on the use of grants from the 
Community Oriented Policing Services Pro-
gram; was elected Georgia Chair of Women in 
Municipal Government; President of the Geor-
gia Municipal Association and Board of Direc-
tors of the National League of Cities. 

And if that was not enough, she continued 
service on local boards, including the Board of 
Directors of Girls, Inc.; St. Francis Hospital; 
Columbus Technical College; Liberty Theater 
and Muscogee Educational Excellence Foun-
dation. She was a faithful member of the Co-
lumbus Chapter of The Links, Inc.; and Co-
lumbus Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc., serving as Treasurer and 
Financial Secretary. She was awarded the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Unity Award, among 
other distinguished honors, including being 
named by Georgia Trend Magazine as one of 
Georgia’s top public servants. Moreover, she 
served as Treasurer for my political campaign 
committees, both State and Federal, for over 
4 decades and was a trusted friend. 

Evelyn was a devoted sister, mother, grand-
mother, aunt, mentor and friend to many. She 
poured herself into her sons, Deon and Mau-
rice. She found love later in life, married the 
late Lieutenant Colonel (Ret) Reginald Pugh 
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